To the Honourable, 
The COMMONS A ENGLAND 


Aſembled n PARLIAMEN T. 


The humble Petition of Samuel Noorthcot, Thomas Stride, William Swetnam, William Greene, 
Robert Hutchins, and Fames Ware, for and on the behalf of themſelves and the reſt of the old 
Poſt. matters of England, Wales and Ireland, &c. 


Moſt humbly ſheweth, | ; 
« Fes [he They and their Anceſtors, Fathers, Allies and Predeceſlors, for many Ages having been Under- 


Poſt-maſters of England, Wales and Ireland, and by their ſole induſtry, inceſſant travel and charge having 
in moſt parrs erected the Poſt-ſtages, and improved the profit of that Office from above 4500. per an. 
charge formerly to the Crown to that Rent now it is let for to Col. Biſhop, viz. 21500. per an. and 
offered further to advance it to 26000 /. per an. free of all charges to His Majeſty, and over and above to give 
1000. per an. to ſuch Perſon of Honour and known Fidelity as His Majeſty ſhould appoint and approve ot to be 
in the nature ofa Controller in the {aid Office for the better ſafety of His Majelty, and faristaction ot the Subject, 
and withall ro quit their Arrears which in 1637. amountiaF to 600001. praying onely to be reſtored to their for- 
mer Truſts and Places, from which for their Fidelicies to His late Majelty, ot molt glorious memory, (during the 
late rebellious times) they were removed, and out of which ever ſince His Majelty's happy return, (notwithſtand- 
109 his ſeveral moſt gracious References and ſpecial Commands) they have been injuriouſly kept by Col. Biſhop. 

And whereas during their ſaid Addreſſes they being informed and taking norice of the many leveral miſde- 
meanours ofthe ſaid Col. in the male-execution of his ſaid charge, by his joyning with and imploying leveral ill- 
affected perſons to the late King's and His now Majeſty's Royal Governments,wherein the peaceof His Majeſty's 
Dominions and his Royal Safety were highly concerned, and might eaſily be endangered ; as allo finding that the 
{id Col. not onely neglected his duty in many things (to which as well by his Covenants with His Majelty, as 
by the Law for ſerling that Office he was obligea) but that he q1d (as to this day he doth) act many things contra- 
ry thereunto (having failed in and eluded every Articlc 1n che Act of Parliament, and broken every one of his 
Covenants, exceptthat one for payment of Rent (por: which the forfeiture of the laid Biſhop's Grant depended ) 
they thought it their duties firſt ro inform His Mayeity's Secretaries of Eſtate, and after His Majelty, of the ſaid 


dangers impending, who was graciouſly plezled ro make lcyeral reterences therein, as well for examination of 


thole abuſes complained of (the heads whereof are hereunto annexed) 25d withall ro beſeech his Princely Juſtice 
in their relief againſt the ſaid Bil op. Ne MEI 

Yet notwithſtanding all His Majeſty's References and gracious Inclinations to have the ſaid mildemeanours 
regulated, and their particular grievances righred (by thole over-powerful means which the laid Biſhop hath uſed) 
he ſtill continues thoſe dangerous perſons under him in that great Ofhce of Truſt, excludes your Petitioners 
(whoſe Fidelities are teſtified by their utter ruines) continues his Exactions on the Subject, and yet improves.not 
His Majeſty's Revenue. | " h 

And now hearing your Petitioners intended to petition this honourable Houſe for Juſtice, to prevent their 
complaints, as your Petitioners arecredibly informed by others, and in part conteſled by Col. Biſhop him (elf, he 
the ſaid Biſhop is turning over this his Place to another, with a Covenant or Condition that his ſaid Alsignee 
{hall continue all ſuch as he hath placed in the ſaid Office and Roades, whereby (if permitted) your Petitioners 
will be left without all remedy, and little likelihood will be of redreſs ro the Subjects grievances, or better lecu- 


rity to His Majeſty, or other advantage to-his Service. 
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1000. per an. to ſuch Perſon of Honour and KnoWN FIQUINY ALL I AIAN WIA dam, 

in the nature ofa Controller in the ſaid Office for the better ſafety of His Majeſty, and farisfaCtion of the Subje, 
and withall to quit their Arrears which in 1637. amountihf to 60000l. praying onely to be reſtored to their for- 
mer Truſts and Places, from which for their Fidelicies to His late Majeſty, of moſt glorious memory, (during the 
late rebellious times) they were removed, and out of which ever ſince His Majelty's happy return, (notwithſtand- 
10g his ſeveral moſt gracious References and ſpecial Commands) they have been injuriouſly kept by Col. Biſhop. 

And whereas during their ſaid Addreſſes they being informed and taking notice of the many ſeveral miſde- 
meanours of the ſaid Col. in the male-execution of his faid charge, by his joyning with and imploying ſeveral ill- 
affected perſons to the late King's and His now Majeſty's Royal Governments,wherein the peaceof His Majeſty's 
Dominiofisand his Royal Safety were highly concerned, and might eafily be endangered ; asalſo finding that the 
{aid Col. not onely neglected his duty in many things (to which as well by his Covenants with His Majeſty, as 
by the. Law for ſerling that Office he was obliged) but that he did (as to this day he doth) a&t many things contra- 
ry thereunto (having failed in and eluded every Article in the Act of Parliament, and broken every -one of his 
Covenants, exceptthat one for payment of Rent (upon which the forfeiture of the ſaid Biſhop's Grant depended) 
they thought it their duties firſt to inform His Majetty's Secretaries of Eſtate, and after His Majeſty, of the ſaid 
dangers impending, who was graciouſly pleaſed to make (cveral references therein, as well for examination of 
thoſe abuſes complained of (the heads whereof are hereunto annexed) 25d withall to beſeech his Princely Juſtice 
in their relief againſt the ſaid Biſlop. | 

Yet notwithſtanding all His Majeſty's References and gracious Inclinations to have the ſaid miſdemeanours 
regulated, and their particular grievances righted (by thoſe over-powerful means which the ſaid Biſhop hath-uſed) - 
he ſtill continues thoſe dangerous perſons under him in that great Office of Truſt, excludes your Petitionets: 
(whoſe Fidelitics are teſtified by their utter ruines) continues his Exactions on the Subject, and yet improves not 
His Majeſty's Revenue. 

And now hearing your Petitioners intended to petition this honourable Houſe for Juſtice, ro prevent their 
complaints, as your Petitioners are credibly informed by others, and in part confeſſed by Col. Biſhop himſelf, he 
the ſaid Biſhop is turning over this his Place to another, with a Covenant or Condition that. his ſaid Aſignee 
ſhall continue all ſuch as he hath placed in the ſaid Office and Roades, whereby (if permitted) your Petitioners 
will be left without all remedy, and little likelihood will be of redreſs to the Subjects grievances, or better ſecu- 

rity to His Majeſty, or other advantage tochis Service. | 
They therefore moſt humbly pray, ; 

1. That their Allegations againſt the ſaid Col. Biſhop and his Complices may be examined, and he required to bring in a _þer- 

feet Liſt of ſuch Partners as are joyned with bim, alſo of all ſuch Clerks, Letter-carriers and Under-Poſt-maſters, as fore 

merly he hath done or doth now imploy in the ſaid Office or Roades, as well withinzas beyond the Seas, whereby your Hoe 


cers have done and continue 
freadyto be proved. ) 


, and live plentifully, whe 


And, as in all duty bound, they jhall ever pray foran happy ſucceſs to dll-your Honours Counſels, vc, | 
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